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INTERNATIONALISATION ARRIVES AT BRISTOL AIRPORT
· UKTI South West and South West RDA invite Beacon firms to give feedback on the export agenda in the South West
In a meeting held on Friday 15th January and hosted by Beacon South West, leading companies from across the region were offered the opportunity to feedback on the South West Regional Development Agency’s (South West RDA) internationalisation agenda. 
Having recently increased its focus on internationalisation as a route to increasing growth in the region, the South West RDA, together with colleagues from UK Trade and Investment (UKTI), shared with leaders of selected Beacon companies, its vision, approach and opportunities for funding, through programmes such as Grants for Business Investment and the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF).
Beacon companies such as Howard Tenens, Romarsh Limited, Foot Anstey, and Fudges were involved in the meeting held at Bristol International Airport, which provided an opportunity for a high level discussion on issues such as exchange control, extending payment terms, and sustaining overseas customers over “local” rivals abroad. 

Many firms said they were looking for foreign business partners, premises, funding, information on involvement with Knowledge Transfer Partnerships (KTPs) and indeed specialist advice from UKTI and South West RDA. 
Sue Baker, project director of Beacon South West, said: “The current climate has presented an even greater opportunity for UK businesses to export and as such this has been an important meeting for Beacon companies to learn more about all the support that is available and for the South West RDA to draw from the expertise and experience of Beacon firms. We hope to extend contacts and go on to use this forum as a stimulus for the development of South West RDA’s internationalisation agenda.
Russell Jones, UK Trade & Investment’s South West Regional Director said: “In terms of support for businesses looking to increase their overseas trade the South West is one of the best funded English regions. Since 2004 more than 360 companies have benefitted from help through our specialist advisers, numerous training opportunities or through practical assistance from UK Trade & Investment with funding from South West RDA.  We hope that, by creating relationships with business initiatives such as Beacon South West we will continue to help companies in the region that are looking at export opportunities, or indeed existing exporters focused on making the most of their business abroad.”

Sue Baker concluded: “Beacon South West brings business leaders together to share ideas and strategies that will lead to accelerated growth, not just for their own companies but that of the regional economy as a whole. This meeting has brought together South West RDA, UKTI and some of the region’s top exporters and we hope to build a relationship that results in export and supply chain growth, global partnerships, and the increase and growth of foreign owned companies based in the South West.”


- ENDS –
For further information, please contact:

Caroline Charles at Bray Leino PR, Tel: 0117 973 1173  

ccharles@brayleino.co.uk  
Note to editors: 
Beacon South West brings together some of the South West's most forward thinking and ambitious companies to promote success and spearhead the growth of the region. A key business initiative of the South West of England Regional Development Agency, Beacon South West is an award given to those companies who can demonstrate outstanding achievement across a range of criteria, including significant improvements in productivity and performance, profitability, work culture and innovation. Beacon South West members play an important role in cultivating enterprise excellence in the region. http://www.beaconsw.org 
UK Trade & Investment: UK Trade & Investment is the government organisation that provides integrated support services for UK companies engaged in overseas trade and foreign enterprises seeking to locate in the UK. It brings together the work of teams in British embassies and FCO posts overseas and government departments across Whitehall. In England, international trade support is coordinated by nine International Trade Directors working in partnership with each Regional Development Agency.  UK Trade & Investment services are delivered locally through a network of International Trade Teams.  The devolved administrations in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland have their own arrangements for local delivery of services. For more information visit the web site www.uktradeinvest.gov.uk
