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BEACON SET TO HELP REGION 
THROUGH THE RECESSION WITH LSC
Free seminars to take place on 4th November 2009
in Somerset and Wiltshire
Beacon South West is hosting two short seminars to provide insights in to the biggest success factor for business; its leadership and management. Supported by Business Link and the Learning & Skills Council, the seminars are free and will include information about funding available to support leadership and management development.
Designed to stimulate new thinking as well as offer practical solutions, the events will combine the experience of the hosting Beacon Company with the unique perception of business provided by internationally acclaimed specialist John MacMahon. 
The events will be held:
· Wednesday, 4th November 2009 – 9am to 12noon at Beacon law firm Foot Anstey, Blackbrook Business Park, Taunton, Somerset
· Wednesday, 4th November 2009 – 4pm to 7pm at Beacon firm and supply chain managers Howard Tenens Limited, Swindon, Wiltshire
John McMahon has over 25 years’ experience advising businesses and will be providing attendees with a valuable taster on his approach to the development of businesses during these challenging, unprecedented economic times. 

These sessions will also offer an introduction to Beacon South West’s successful formula for helping business leaders work through ‘live’ challenges facing them and their businesses, by providing an opportunity to tap into the knowledge and experience of renowned experts, and indeed other pioneering companies which are successfully navigating through the current economic climate. 

Sue Baker, project director of Beacon South West, said: “Beacon’s programme of events is designed to meet the needs of the region’s ‘cream of the crop’ firms, providing them with a unique opportunity to tap into the combined expertise and experiences of other successful Beacon companies as a stimulus for the future development of their business. The partnership with Business Link and the Learning & Skills Council allows us to provide advice on improving performance and leadership from key pioneers in their field. Our commitment to businesses in the region is stronger than ever and we aim to help as many as possible. ”
Beacon South West brings business leaders together to share ideas and strategies that will lead to accelerated growth, not just for their own companies but that of the regional economy as a whole. To date, there are over 200 companies with Beacon status, including Bristol International Airport, Dorset Cereals, Burts Potato Chips, Aardman Animations, UCAS, Mulberry, HJ Heinz Frozen Foods and the Midas Group.

If you would like to attend these events then please go to www.beaconsw.org or contact 0845 608 2323

- ENDS -
For further information, please contact:

Caroline Charles or Jess Lyons at Bray Leino PR, Tel: 0117 973 1173  

ccharles@brayleino.co.uk  or jlyons@brayleino.co.uk 
Note to editors: 

The Programme

The Beacon Breakthrough Programme 2009 consists of a series of strategic forums designed to trigger new thinking and help business leaders and their senior teams work through and resolve the live challenges facing their business. The format of the Programme for 2009 is as follows:
15 September 2009 - Strategic Forum, part 1: Masterclass facilitated by John McMahon

16 September – mid-October 2009 – Strategic Forum, part 2: facilitator visits to each participating company to discuss business issues in greater detail and identify priority actions

November 2009 – March 2010 - Breakthrough Forums 1 to 4: Chaired by the former MD of Bristol International Airport and facilitated by Beacon South West to challenge and encourage participants to implement activities identified in action plans
Further details available by visiting www.beaconsw.org
Beacon South West brings together some of the South West's most forward thinking and ambitious companies to promote success and spearhead the growth of the region.
A key business initiative of the South West of England Regional Development Agency (RDA), Beacon South West is an award given to those companies who can demonstrate outstanding achievement across a range of criteria, including significant improvements in productivity and performance, profitability, work culture and innovation.

Beacon South West members play an important role in cultivating enterprise excellence in the region.
